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046052 250631Z/10 

PR 24205 8Z AUG 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 

INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

COMLANTAREA COAST GUARD NEW YORK 

COMSCLANT BAYONNE NY 

CNO 

COGARD 

COMSC 

COMNAVSEASY COM 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 202103 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SENV, DA, GL 

SUBJECT: MELVILLE BAY OIL SPILL 

REF: (A) COPENHAGEN'S 4752 (B) COMSCLANT BAYONNE, NJ. 

232057Z AUGUST 77 

1 . SURFACE AND AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE, EVALUATIONS AND 
STUDIES BY US SCIENTIFIC TEAMS WORKING WITH DANISH SCIEN- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 202103 

TISTS ABOARD RESEARCH SHIP ADOLPH JENSEN INDICATE THAT 
NO MORE OIL IS VISIBLY PRESENT FROM AUGUST 5 MELVILLE BAY, 
GREENLAND OIL SPILL. 

2. IN VIEW OF THIS, ON-SCENE COORDINATOR AND OTHER U.S.G. 
AGENCIES INVOLVED HAVE SUSPENDED ALL CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS. 
POSITION OF LOCAL DANISH AUTHORITIES ON SUCCESS OF CLEAN- 
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UP OPERATIONS IS NOT KNOWN; HOWEVER, DEPARTURE OF RESEARCH 
VESSEL ADOLPH JENSEN SUGGESTS DANISH AUTHORITIES HAVE REACH- 
ED SIMILAR CONCLUSION. 

3. U.S. SHIPS, CLEAN-UP EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL UTILIZED 

IN CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS ARE REMAINING AT THULE PENDING FINAL 
DECISION TO TERMINATE OPERATIONS. SINCE RETENTION OF US 
PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT AT THULE INVOLVES CONSIDERABLE 

EXPENSE AND IMPOSES SEVERE LIMITATION ON US RESPONSE 
CAPABILITY FOR US ATLANTIC SEABOARD WHERE A MAJOR OIL SPILL 
HAS OCCURRED, RELEASE OF CLEAN-UP TEAM AND THEIR EQUIRMENT 
FROM MELVILLE BAY OPERATION IS VITAL TO US OIL SPILL 
RESPONSE CAPABILITY. BEFORE THEY ARE RELEASED WE 
WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT DANISH REACTION TO THEIR DEPART- 
URE MIGHT BE. 

4. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED AT EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY TO INFORM 
GOVERNMENT OF DENMARK OF STATUS OF US MELVILLE BAY 
OPERATIONS AND OF OUR PLAN NOW TO TERMINATE THEM. IN 
VIEW OF COSTS AND OTHER PRESSING REQUIREMENTS, A PRIORITY 
REPLY IS REQUESTED. CHRISTOPHER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ENVIRONMENT, OIL SPILLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE202103 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: WHMANSFIELD:GCW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770306-1176 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770827/aaaaawko.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 531c1054-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN OES 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 COPENHAGEN 4752 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1496097 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MELVILLE BAY OIL SPILL 
TAGS: SENV, DA, GL 
To: COPENHAGEN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/531c1054-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



